County of San Luis Obispo, California

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL

TO: Parks and Recreation Commission

FROM: Elizabeth Kavanaugh (805) 781-4089

SUBJECT: Chorro Valley Trail -Camp San Luis Obispo Easement
DATE: Decemeber 10, 2015

Recommendations:

Recommend to the Board of Supervisors: 1) creation of a capital project “Chorro Valley Trail -Camp San
Luis Obispo Easement”; 2) Transfer $35,000 from the Park Reservesaccountintothe new “Chorro
Valley Trail -Camp San Luis Obispo Easement” project, and 3) approve, and authorize the Parks and
Recreation Directorto sign a Memorandum of Understanding between The Parks and Recreation
Department and the State of California Military Department, Camp San Luis Obispo thatoutlinesthe
termsin which State of California Military Department, Camp San Luis Obispo will offeran easement for
the Chorro Valley Trail and terms in which the County can construct and maintain thistrail inthe future.

Discussion:
The proposed Chorro Valley Trail would be a 12-mile trail located adjacent to but separated from

Highway 1, connecting the existing bicycleroutesinthe City of San Luis Obispo to the City of Morro Bay.
This trail would connect the two cities along with othersignificant locations such as California
PolytechnicState University San Luis Obispo, Cuesta College, Camp San Luis Obispo, and El Chorro
Regional Park. San Luis Obispo Council of Governments’ Board approved this Trail Master Plan in 2014.
The proposed trail is consistent with the County’s Parks and Recreation Element, Estero Area Plan and
the County Bikeways Plan.

Support of this request will allow the Parks and Recreation Department (County Parks) to take the
necessary steps needed to accept a 1.4- mile easement from the State of California Military Department,
Camp San Luis Obispo (Camp San Luis) on their property northwest of the City of San Luis Obispo forthe
future Chorro Valley Trail.

County Parks has been working with Camp San Luis to locate an area for the trail easementthat would
allow for publictrail use on Camp San Luis Obispo that would not hinderthe on-going military use of the



site and what measures are necessary to allow this publicuse. Asuitable location has beenidentified on
the east side of Highway 1 as close to the highway as possible.

The attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) outlines the conditions for publicaccess on this
easement. The MOU provides aframework of whatis expected from County Parks during the
construction of the trail (fencingand signs) and operation of the trail (allow Camp SLO to reoccupy
premises during times of emergency).

The preparation of the easement agreement will include the provision of survey legal descriptions and
exhibitsforthe trail easement. Itisestimated thatsurveying costs will be approximately $35,000.
Fundingforsurveying costsis availablefrom the Park Reserves account. The ultimate 12-miletrail would
expand transportation choicesin San Luis Obispo County, enhance safety for bicyclist and pedestrians,
and serve as an assetfor recreation, education, health, eco-tourism, coastal access, and economic
vitality. The area’s mild weatherallows thousands of people to travel by footand bicycle yearround
alongthis proposed trail network. By providing asafe, directand scenicroute for bicyclists and
pedestrians along the Highway 1 corridor, the trail will facilitateareductionin vehicle miles traveled,
advancingfederal, state, and local goals and objectives to improve air quality and reduce greenho use
gas emissions.

The County Trails Advisory Committee and Bicycle Advisory Committeereviewed thisitem at theirjoint
meetingon November 10,2015 and supportthiseffort.

Other Agency Involvement:
San Luis Obispo Council of Government Board approve d the Chorro Valley Trail MasterPlan;
County Counsel reviewed the MOU

Attachments

1. Vicinity Map

2. Easement Location

3. Memorandum of Understanding
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